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Thunderbird!
Monster shot dead on Charleston Road

Welcome!

Raquel Welch in One Million Years BC

From the Fortean Times, December 1997
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April 1, 2017 -- The Indian Thunderbird 
legend is alive in Tombstone, with a 
recent sighting by Dwight Peabody on 
Charleston Road near Robbers Roost. 
“It was so huge! Came right at the car. 
Lucky to get back to town alive!”

Nothing new. On April 26, 1890, the 
Tombstone Epitaph ran a report about 
‘A Strange, Winged Monster Discovered 
and Killed on the Huachuca Desert’. 
You’ll find the actual story further 
along. But what are these fearsome 
creatures, and where do they (more next page)
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come from? Evolved 
distant relatives of 
ancient Pterodactyls, 
scientists say. Full-size 
modern versions of the 
Archaeopterix ‘Ur-Vogel’, 
German for Original Bird. 
Sometimes but not always feathered, the 
transition between the dinosaurs and our birds.

“Possible? Of course,” says Professor Mark 
Witton of Portsmouth University. “Just like the 
flying dinosaurs recently discovered in 
Transylvania.” [ Fox News, 2/20/2017 ]

“In your area, they survive by hiding their meter-
long eggs in the abandoned silver mines,” adds 
co-researcher Dr. Darren Naish. “Hundreds of 
safe places. And there’s still plenty of water in 
the San Pedro River. Carnivorous? Of course. 
Probably safe for cars, but I wouldn’t want to be 
walking along that Charleston Road at twilight.”

(continued)

Original photo, not Photoshopped. 

(more next page)

Artist’s impression.
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(continued)

Did Thunderbird take down a $9 million blimp?
Flash!

At nearby Fort Huachuca, Homeland 
Security Information Officer Paisley Brown 
won’t give a straight answer. “We can 
neither confirm nor deny this possibility. All 
we know is that It crashed on May 11, 2011. 
They carry a 1-ton radar, so you can expect 
a fair amount of wear and tear," Brown 
said. Each TARS fully-outfitted Aerostat 
costs the U.S. government $8.9 million. 

(more next page)

STRIKE EAGLE 07 TIMELINE:

ALL TIMES ARE ZULU AND DAY 29JUN2016 UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

STRIKE EAGLE A-10 DEPARTED DAVIS-MONTHAM, HDG 138, 120-130 KIAS, 
ALT 280-300 AGL EN ROUTE TO Ft HUACHUCA AS PART OF THUNDERBIRD 
INTERDICTION MISSION 06-29C. DEPARTURE WAS NORMAL, WITH THE 
EXCEPTION OF TARGET ZONE ARRIVAL REDACTED REDACTED REDACTED

As close as it gets -- USAF A-10 gunsight image just before T-Bird broke off, evading combat over the Huachuca Mountains.

There goes the neighborhood.

Below -- Wikileaks Vault 7 reveals repeated failed attempts 
by Homeland Security to bring down Thunderbird.
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(continued)

Fatal Attraction: T-Bird and the Missing Drone
March, 2017 -- An AAI RQ-7 Shadow didn't care that it cost the 
United States $1.5 million. Obviously caught up in the passionate 
embrace of the Thunderbird, it decided to break away from its 
handlers and go for a joyride across the country.

This Army drone usually has a range of 77 miles, but it traveled 
from Fort Huachuca near Tombstone all the way to Evergreen, 
Colorado, where a hiker found it seduced and abandoned in a tree. 
That's a total of about 630 miles. A romantic encounter!

(more next page)

STRIKE EAGLE 07 TIMELINE:

ALL TIMES ARE ZULU AND DAY 29JUN2016 UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

STRIKE EAGLE A-10 DEPARTED DAVIS-MONTHAM, HDG 138, 120-130 KIAS, 
ALT 280-300 AGL EN ROUTE TO Ft HUACHUCA AS PART OF THUNDERBIRD 
INTERDICTION MISSION 06-29C. DEPARTURE WAS NORMAL, WITH THE 
EXCEPTION OF TARGET ZONE ARRIVAL REDACTED REDACTED REDACTED

Artist’s impression, ‘Love At First Bite’

There goes the neighborhood.

Below -- Wikileaks Vault 7 reveals repeated failed attempts 
by Homeland Security to bring down Thunderbird.
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Here’s the full story from the Epitaph,
April 26, 1890

“A winged monster, resembling a huge alligator with an extremely 
elongated tail and an immense pair of wings, was found on the 
desert close to Tombstone last Sunday by two ranchers who were 
returning home from the Huachucas.

The creature was evidently greatly exhausted by a long flight and 
when discovered was able to fly but a short distance at a time. 

After the first shock of wild amazement as it passed the two men, 
who were on horseback and armed with Winchester rifles , regained 
sufficient courage to pursue the monster and after an exciting chase 
of several miles succeeded in getting near enough to open fire with 
their rifles and wounding it.

The creature then turned on the men but owing to its exhausted 
condition they were able to keep out of its way and after a few well 
directed shots the monster partly rolled over and remained 
motionless.

The men cautiously approached, their horses snorting in terror and 
found that the monster was dead. They then proceeded to make an 
examination and found that it measured about ninety two feet in 
length and the greatest diameter was about fifty inches.

The monster had only two feet, these being situated a short 
distance from where the wings were joined to the body. The head, as 
near as they could judge was about eight feet long, the jaws being 
thickly set with strong, sharp teeth.

(continued)

(more next page)
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Its eyes were as large as a dinner plate and protruded halfway from 
the head. They had some difficulty in measuring the wings as they 
were partly folded under the body, but finally got one straightened 
out sufficiently to obtain a measurement of seventy eight –feet, 
making the total length from tip to tip about 160 feet.

The wings were composed of a thick and nearly transparent 
membrane and were devoid of feathers or hair, as was the entire 
body. The skin of the body was comparatively smooth and easily 
penetrated by a bullet.

The men cut off a small portion of the tip of one wing and took it 
home with them. Late last night one of them arrived in this city for 
supplies and to make the necessary preparations to skin the 
creature, when the hide will be sent east for examination by the 
eminent scientists of the day. 

The finder returned early this morning accompanied by several 
prominent men who will endeavor to bring the strange creature 
back to the city before it is mutilated.”

(continued)

(more next page)

As the sun sets on the Chiricahuas, what danger lurks in the sky above?
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Hope you enjoyed this issue of

The Tombstone Nugget

If you have any questions about Tombstone or Cochise County, 
if there is anything we can do to help make your vacation here 

extra-special, contact me directly --

Director

jon404@outlook.com

The truth, they say, is stranger than fiction…

Next time you’re in Tombstone, stop by the 
OK Corral bookstore and get a copy of local 
author Joshua Hawley’s definitive work on 
real-life Thunderbird appearances. 

Hawley traces the Thunderbird story from 
early Indian times to modern sightings not 
only here, but also in California, Utah, Texas, 
and other locations. Five stars! 

Thunderbird! (continued)

Too bad he didn’t learn to shoot during his 
visit to Tombstone. But you can!


